
Kentucky Mountain Portraits
Lyndol Mitchell

Orchestral transcription for symphonic band by
Earl (Buddy) Mattei

--- Original program notes by Lyndol Mitchell ---

III. Shivaree

Shivaree was composed in Bowling Green, Kentucky, in 1948. The word
'shivaree' is a corruption of the French word 'charivari' which refers to the

creation of loud noises on crude instruments. The pioneer custom of 'shivaree'
was for villagers to "serenade" a young couple on their wedding night, making

great noises on pots and pans, crying, and whistling. The din continued until
the bridegroom appeared, offering treats to the crowd. The first section of this

piece portrays the gay dancing party after the wedding ceremony. The slow
section represents the young couple on the way to their new home. The final

section is the 'shivaree' or 'serenade itself. Fragments of two folk songs are used
in this movement, Skip to My Lou and Paw Paw Patch.

Conductor Notes:

As with any piece, careful attention to expression, style, and dynamic indications will help bring the music to life.
Much can be gained by listening and, as of this writing, there are two reference recordings of this work. First, the original

orchestral recording by the Eastman-Rochester Symphony conducted by Howard Hanson (highly recommended!) and
second, Joe Frank, Jr. conducting the Plano (TX) Community Band in the premier performance of this band transcription.

Both can be found by accessing the Mattei Music Services website (matteimusicservices.com).

III. Shivaree
Playing Shivaree at indicated tempos requires solid double-tonguing technique of the brass and flutes. These repeated

note passages may also require some individual editing (especially among the reed players) to achieve a clean articulate
effect. From the Presto at 103 to the end encourage your band to open up! The ending can be appropriately a little rough

around the edges; not too much, no bad overblown sounds, but exuberantly portray the unsuppressed joy of the Shivaree!
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Bass Trombone

Euphonium
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String Bass

Timpani
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(Sn. Dr. - Bs. Dr.)
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(Sus. Cym. - Gong)
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Kentucky Mountain Portraits Lyndol Mitchell
Arr. Earl (Buddy) Mattei

Score
III. Shivaree

Copyright © 1957 by Eastman School of Music. Copyright renewed.
Carl Fischer, LLC, authorized representative.

This arrangement by Earl (Buddy) Mattei copyright © 2020 by Carl Fischer, LLC
Used with permission. All rights reserved. Sole selling agent: Mattei Music Services
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